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you to help us pass that in this session of Con-
gress as well.

In July I’m going to take a bipartisan group
of chief executive officers of companies, Cabinet
Secretaries, Members of Congress, on a tour
of the places in America where we need to
do better. We’re going to visit urban areas, small
towns, places like the Mississippi Delta and Ap-
palachia, Native American reservations, places
all over America where there are people just
like the people in the Rio Grande Valley, who
deserve a shot at the American dream and have
paid their dues to their families, their commu-
nities, and their country.

We need to keep doing everything we possibly
can until we can look at each other straight
in the eye and know we are saying what is
true when we say we are going into the new
century leaving no one behind.

Let me, in closing, again thank you for every-
thing you have done, to tell you that everything
we will do from here on out will build on the

community empowerment strategy because you
have proved that it works. Together we can
make it work for all communities in the United
States.

Now I’d like to introduce the person who
has worked by my side and yours for many
years now and who has, more than any other
single person in the United States, made com-
munity empowerment a reality in the lives of
ordinary Americans, Vice President Al Gore.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:46 p.m. in the
gymnasium of the Health and Physical Education
Building II at the University of Texas-Pan Amer-
ican. In his remarks, he referred to Maria Trinidad
Gutierrez, member, Rio Grande Empowerment
Zone board of directors, who introduced the
President; Miguel A. Nevárez, president, Univer-
sity of Texas-Pan American; Mayor Joe Ochoa of
Edinburg; Elroy Pulido, Jr., Hidalgo County
judge; and Mayor Kurt Schmoke of Baltimore,
MD.
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I believe that our air campaign in Kosovo
is working and will ultimately succeed in its
objective of returning the people of Kosovo to
their homes with security and self-government.
With that in mind, we are planning with our
Allies for success. Today NATO endorsed an
updated plan for implementing the peace in
Kosovo when its conditions are met.

The force that NATO plans to deploy—
KFOR—will deter renewed hostilities and pro-
vide the security and confidence the refugees
need to return and get on with their lives. To
be credible and effective, KFOR will have
NATO at the core.

Given the new circumstances, including the
enormous humanitarian crisis caused by Mr.
Milosevic, KFOR will need to be larger than
we originally foresaw. We expect the American

contribution to increase proportionately, but our
European Allies will still provide the vast bulk
of the force. We also hope that Russia and other
non-NATO countries will participate.

The headquarters and leading elements of
KFOR are already in the region, where they
are helping to relieve the refugee crisis. NATO’s
military authorities will now work with allied
countries to determine what additional forces
will be required so that the Alliance is ready
when the time comes for the refugees to return.
Make no mistake, that time will come, in ac-
cordance with the conditions we have repeatedly
laid out.

NOTE: The statement referred to President
Slobodan Milosevic of the Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro).
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